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Definition

Genetic engineering (GE) is the 
introduction of new traits to an 
organism by making changes 
directly to its genetic makeup, e.g. 
DNA, through intervention at the 
molecular level and without 
traditional breeding methods.1

1 CBAN



Why the Concern?

These GE technologies are not precise and their 
outcome is not predictable: they commonly 
result in off-target effects and unintended 
consequences

We are now using more glyophosate (Round-up) 
because of the use of GE crops

Canada & the US are the only two countries in 
the world that haven’t banned or labeled GE 
crops

Safety studies are only conducted by the 
companies that own the GE patents. Health 
Canada does not do any independent studies.



GE & the Canadian 
Food System
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AVICC Resolution, April 2013 

“to legislate the prohibition of importing, exporting and growing 
plants and seeds containing genetically engineered DNA, and 
raising GE animals within BC, and to declare, through 
legislation that the province of BC is a GE Free area in respect 
to all plant and animal species.”

85% approval for GE Free Vancouver Island

Overview



A procurement policy would enable the 
City of Courtenay to show leadership on 
the issue

City wide purchasing practices:

Catering & Vending 

Planting/ City Beautification

GE Free 
Procurement Policy



“Agricultural Investment Surges in the 
Comox Valley” Country Life article

GE Free Products & Growers:

Demand for products = growers will step up

Growing Reputation 
of the Comox Valley 



By choosing GE Free, Council 
can also support many of our 
local growers who are 
innovating in order to meet the 
demand.

25% by 2025

FEED Comox Valley

Sourcing Locally



City  of Duncan 
Policy  

• a. The City of Duncan will abstain from purchasing 
genetically engineered plants, trees and seeds to 
grow within the City.

• b. The City of Duncan will refrain from purchasing 
genetically engineered foods for City events, where 
reasonable. Genetically engineered foods may 
include non-organic soya,canola, corn, sugars 
derived from sugar beets, papaya, imported dairy, 
squash, and fish products. 



Cost

Currently, there are no GE horticultural 
plants. When the GE apple comes to market, 
it will be more expensive. 

Ask vendors to replace corn/soy/canola oil 
with olive, grapeseed or sunflower oils

In BC, sugar is derived from sugarcane

Dairy will need to be organic

Creating demand will bring down costs



Timing
GE plants are just being 
developed (apple, grass) so 
putting that gate up now will help 
ensure fewer costs from weeding 
out GE products that could be 
adopted in the future



Conclusion
• The community in Courtenay wants to see 

Council move forward with the AVICC 
resolution 

• We are increasingly health conscious

• We have a growing reputation as a healthy, 
organic community

• A procurement policy would enable more 
products to be developed in the valley, being an 
economic driver

• The policy would tie in very well with a buy 
local policy and keep $$ in the community

• Courtenay can show leadership in being the 
first North Island community to have a 
procurement policy
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